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What a Year
by Ashley Smith

     So I think we can all agree that 2020 has been... a year. It's been a
year full of many challenges and hard hits. It's all too easy to focus on  
the negatives and forget to look at the positives, but there have been
many positives this year! And many of those positives will be positives
for the River Team for many years to come. So, in our last River
Connection newsletter of 2020 I'll update you on what the MGW
Naturalists have been up to and some of the great things that have
come out of this trying year.
     The biggest change of the year has been our programming: Spring
2020 saw a canceling of all of our field trips, and Summer saw all
camps canceled. But there were some great things that came out of
that! In the spring we leaned into the challenges of educating using
social media, which was a huge success. Over the course of the spring
and summer we created more than 180 educational videos, which saw
almost 3,000 views. Using social media to share our educational
videos allowed us to introduce our programming (and ourselves) to
park visitors who we may not see in our building for in-person
programing. It also gave us a new tool to engage the MGW community
in accessible ways.
     During summer we started doing Pop-Up Programs, programs that
were planned just a few days in advance and were not advertised.  

How do you spend your time
volunteering at MGW?

IN THE SPRING, SUMMER
AND FALL I  SPEND MY TIME
DOING PHENOLOGY AND IN

THE WINTER FEEDERWATCH.

What is your favorite part about
volunteering at MGW?

MY FAVORITE PART ABOUT
VOLUNTEERING AT THE DAM

IS SPENDING MY TIME
OUTSIDE AND HELPING
WITH CITIZEN SCIENCE
PROGRAMS. I  AM ALSO

VERY EXCITED ABOUT THE
FUTURE CHANGES COMING

TO THE PARK.



What a Year
cont.

By the end of summer we had offered 68 pop-up programs with almost
1,700 people attending! These programs became a favorite of all the
naturalists, allowing us to be flexible and responsive to interesting
things happening at the moment in the park. Best of all, we got to meet
and start forming relationships with many regular park users who had
never attended programs here.  
     We loved doing these pop-ups so much that we will continue doing
them in the future. Another great thing that emerged from these pop-up
programs is the creation of the Park Host Volunteer Position.  Many of
the people we talked with at the pop-ups had questions about the park,
what kinds of services we offer, what kinds of things people can do,
and what the heck is going on with all that construction?!  Many thanks
to volunteers Brian Hinn, Barclay Kruse, and Tom and Sue McCarthy for
being the first volunteers to take on the new and important role of Park
Host at MGW!
     This Fall we started offering Virtual Field Trips - education programs
delivered 'live and online' with students both in the classroom and at
home. Virtual Field Trip topics have included river critters, deer, turtles,
seeds, and wetlands. We also offered public programs online such as
nature trivia, water quality, and the language of plants. Nothing will
ever replace the experiences of learning outdoors, but these new
technologies give us a few more tools in our tool box, create new
learning opportunities for our MGW community, and help us reach
people we have not reached before.

What is one area of nature you want
to learn more about?

ASTRONOMY AND THE
CONSTELLATIONS AS WELL AS
IDENTIFYING BIRDS BY SOUND.

What's your favorite tree?

SEQUOIA SEMPERVIRENS (COAST
REDWOOD),  BUT I  ALSO

LOVE BETULA ALLEGHANIENSIS
(YELLOW BIRCH).
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What’s your favorite thing to do in
your free time?

IN THE SUMMER MONTHS I  CAMP,
HIKE AND PADDLE

MINNESOTA LAKES AND RIVERS IN
MY 17 FOOT HANDMADE WOODEN
CANOE. IN THE WINTER MONTHS I
MOSTLY SNOWSHOE. I  ALSO READ

A LOT OF NON- FICTION, LISTEN
TO MUSIC ON VINYL AND

GARDEN.



Trail Maintenance - 
Normally, over the course of the summer season, campers hiking
the Park's small goat trails is enough to keep trails maintained.
With cancellation of summer camps this year, many of the trails
have become overgrown. We need a few volunteers willing to
walk these trails with clippers to prune back Buckthorn, opening
up the trails to make them easier (and safer) to walk. This is
especially important because we believe Showshoeing will be
even more popular than usual this winter.  Which brings us to our
next opportunity...

Snowshoe Trail Markings - 
We think Snowshoeing is going to be extremely popular this
winter, assuming good snowfall. We would like to mark and
maintain some trails for visitors to use for snowshoeing.
 

Cornell Urban Bird Study - 
Unfortunately, we cannot do FeederWatch this year because we
do not have enough space in the Visitor Center to do so safely.
However, there is another Cornell bird study that can be done
completely outdoors and does not require sitting for long periods
of time. The details are still being worked out, and we expect to
be able to share more information about this opportunity soon.

Park Host - 
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our
team! Being a Park Host entails going out into the park and
engaging with the public, being available to answer general
questions, and being a friendly presence for our visitors.

If you have any interest in any of these opportunities, just reach out
to Ashley at ashley.smith@threeriversparks.org

Happy Holidays
All of us here at Mississippi Gateway want to wish you all a
happy, safe and HEALTHY holiday season. We will see you in
2021!

"Changing
the world

always
needs

volunteers."
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Volunteering Opportunities


